Somatostatin on intravariceal pressure SIR,-We read with interest the article on the effects of somatostatin on intravariceal pressure in patients with cirrhosis and portal hypertension (Kleber G, et al, Gut 1988; 29: 153-6). We were not surprised, however, that the investigators failed to observe any change in intravariceal pressure or systemic haemodynamics 2-5 to six minutes after administration of a bolus dose of somatostatin. In our experience, the reduction in intravariceal pressure,' portal pressure' or wedged hepatic venous pressure (WHVP)2 in patients with cirrhosis and portal hypertension occurs within five to 10 seconds after bolus administration of somatostatin or SMS 201-995. The 
